reducing its toxicity, thus enabling more of the element to be given with correspondingly enhanced therapeutic activity. One of the first of these compounds that were tried was atoxyl, it proved useful in syphilis and trypanosomiasis, but while destroying the parasites "it "was not devoid of toxic effects. .Ehrlich found .that the pentavalent compounds-like atoxyl ' are.
really inactive in themselves and only acquired activity when they are changed in the body to the trivalent arsenic and this led him to seek for organic compounds in which arsenic is trivalent. Details of dosage will be given later.
